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“THANK YOU … TRINITY CHURCH!”

by Rom A. Pegram (11/22/20)

“Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God.” – Philippians 1:3 (NLT)
Folks, just like the last song said, today … I want to ‘thank you’—hopefully in a very special way today. This morning, we will conclude our ‘Thank You’ worship series, where we’ve been learning all about the power involved in a life of gratitude.

This week, Jane pointed out an incredible interview with an actor that most of you are probably aware of—Michael J. Fox. This interview took place on Good Morning America where he opened up about his health crisis and near breaking point. As many of you know, this star of the hit T.V. show ‘Family Ties’ and lead actor in movies like the ‘Back to the Future’ series was actually diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease back in 1991 when he was just 29 years old. His life has been a bit of a struggle ever since. But the interview ends with his wife, Tracy Pollan—his support through all these years, sharing a piece of advice her late father (Michael’s FIL) had given him.  Here’s what she shared: “He would always say, no matter what was going on, ‘It gets better, kiddo. It gets better. The last thing you run out of is the future.’ She continued, “He lived every day with gratitude, and I realized, if there’s gratitude, then you have sustained optimism.” Folks, I couldn’t have said it better myself…
That’s what this series has been all about—learning about the power of a life of gratitude—how it gets us through things! That’s what Tracy Pollan had learned; that’s what Michael J. Fox (from his father-in-law) had learned. And, hopefully, that’s what you and I have learned too…

So, as we begin this final installment of ‘Thank You,’ let me ask all of you this: Have I told you how much I love you lately? As your pastor, I want you to know that … I DO! I love this church (the people) with all my heart. But have I told you how thankful I am for you lately?


Needless to say, this morning’s message is going to be a bit different. But whether you’re a long-time member or regular attender (or viewer) or you’re visiting for the first time today, you have joined us on a very special day; it’s going to be a great day … because I want to take this opportunity to say ‘thank you’ to this incredible church—who God has used to do some incredible things throughout the year—even this year!


The Apostle Paul took this kind of opportunity when he was in prison but was still in touch with a church he absolutely loved! He wrote a letter back to a church he’d started in the city of Philippi. And what’s really interesting about the NT book of Philippians is that … it’s really a THANK YOU NOTE! When you read Philippians, remember that. It’s the great Apostle himself—the one who started this church years before, who thanks them for their service, their prayers, their encouragement, and all the ways they’ve made it possible for Paul to share the Gospel all around the world.

And I have to tell you, as I was reading Philippians this week in preparation for this final message, I realized that the way Paul felt about the church at Philippi … is the same way I feel about the church at Lomira—those who call Trinity home. So, today I want to share with you a message thanking you for many of the same things Paul thanked the church at Philippi for. Paul thanked the church at Philippi for 3 things … and I want to say ‘thank you’ to you for those exact 3 things: Here’s the first…

I THANK GOD FOR YOUR SELFLESS SERVICE. One of the things I appreciate the most about you—about our church—is the way you serve (and you know who you are)! You serve, not out of duty, not out of obligation, not because someone makes you or is twisting your arm; no, you serve willingly and joyfully!
In Philippians 2:17, the Apostle Paul thanks the church at Philippi for doing the exact same thing, but he says that when they serve, it’s really an offering of worship to God. Listen: “But I will rejoice even if I lose my life, pouring it out like a liquid offering to God, just like your faithful service is an offering to God. And I want all of you to share that joy.” So, you can clearly see here … there is joy in selfless service! Not to mention that Paul says serving selflessly is actually ‘an act of worship’ given to God…
As your pastor, I can’t tell you how much joy it brings my life to come to worship on Sundays and see many using their gifts, serving the rest of the congregation Sunday after Sunday after Sunday—giving of your gifts and your time to make a real difference in our church; and that brings joy to God! Did you know that? And it brings joy to my life. Let me give you an example of just such selflessness…
Since coming back to worship in July—'on the grounds’ as we called it, we’ve had some folks in green t-shirts helping us with worship by serving in different capacities. We’ve called them ‘The Green Team’ (and that name will probably continue once we get through this). This has primarily been leaders in this church who stepped up at a critical time, offering whatever they could do to help us worship how we could. And they have a done a fantastic job! Do you think some of them have grown tired of always being on duty on Sunday mornings, especially when the weather is kind of so-so? I’m sure there’s been those days for all of them; they would have rather stayed home and watched online. But they knew we needed them … and they’ve been here…
Very, very selfless, if you ask me… And it brings me great joy—more joy than they’ll ever know! Also, I’m thankful for the selfless service of…
· Our regular musicians, here at Trinity, who’ve stepped up during this time to go above and beyond the call of duty (or their job descriptions)—always here, always flexible to do whatever it takes to provide a worship experience every week…

· Those who’ve kept our vital mission work going throughout this pandemic—giving us all positive ways to be involved in ministry this year… 

· Those who’ve tried new ministries during this pandemic—who’ve taken chances to connect with certain persons in our congregation.

· Those who’ve stepped up to deliver needed items to those who couldn’t or wouldn’t get out during this time for health reasons.

· Those who’ve taken on projects outside/inside the church building during this time to keep things going, make improvements, or get us ready for the next step of moving inside.

· Those who have stretched themselves to teach our children in new ways—those who’ve never done a video before as a way of reaching our kids, but we’re thankful they did.

· Those who’ve reached out to check on others during this time—who’ve made phone calls, or sent cards, just to make sure people are okay.

· Those who’ve spent countless hours on ZOOM these past few months, in committee meetings, to keep the ministries of this church going.

· Those who’ve called to check on our office staff to make sure—while they were doing things differently than they’ve ever done them before—that they were okay with the way things were going.
· Those who’ve prayed a whole lot extra—for me and for the staff and for other leaders during this time; you pray warriors deserve our ‘thanks.’

· And those who’ve simply been on call for whatever me or the other staff have needed during this time…
And you know who you are … and so do I! So, for your selfless service during these last several months, THANK YOU! I’m impressed … and overjoyed. You’ve blown me away, Trinity! THANK YOU! You see, it takes all of us—all our talents and all our gifts—to be Trinity Church. Paul mentions this in 1 Corinthians 12:5 when he says, “There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord.” We’ve seen that here … and I am so thankful! Here’s something else both Paul and I thank God for…
I THANK GOD FOR YOUR SINCERE WITNESS. It’s not always popular these days to say that Jesus matters; some of you say that with words, but most of you simply say that with your lives! It’s not easy to live your faith at home, or in the workplace, or at school, or among friends; I want to say to you today … THANK YOU for the way you represent Jesus … and Trinity Church! Many are a part of this church today because of someone’s sincere witness … and God is now using you to draw others to the Church—to him… Thank you for partnering with God and your church to make an eternal difference in our communities!

Paul praised the church in Philippi for exactly the same thing in Philippians 1:4-5: “Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with joy, 5 for you have been my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it until now.” So, Paul said the church at Philippi had been his partners. Paul planted churches all over the world, and whenever he did that, the church at Philippi was always the first one to step up and support Paul in ministry and the new churches in getting their ministries off the ground.
As your pastor, I want to tell you that you’re like that church at Philippi. You are an incredibly special church. There are a lot of churches out there. I’ve been a pastor of a few of them, but Trinity is special. Why? Because you’ve truly partnered with me regarding one purpose—to be a light to this community and to share the love of God with this community for the past several years. We’re partners in that—in the changing of lives … to walk closer to God than ever before. And that brings me JOY! And I know that brings God JOY! Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 4:15: “As God’s grace reaches more and more people, there will be great thanksgiving.” And there is…

During these past few months, God has also given us new opportunities to reach others with the love of Christ—for our sincere witness to be shared and multiplied. I know we think that these are difficult times, sometimes, and we wonder how we’ll ever get through this with our sanity … but, don’t forget folks that (as my dad used to say) ‘God never wastes a crisis!’ God has been at work blessing others through the ministries of this church in ways that never could have (or would have) taken place should we not have been challenged with this pandemic. We now have others outside of our normal attenders who’ve been joining us online for worship each week, and helping support this church, I might add. So, I thank God for your sincere witness … and all you’ve allowed God to do through you for the sake of his kingdom! And, finally, I thank God for this…
I THANK GOD FOR YOUR SACRIFICIAL GENEROSITY. None of the many things we’ve mentioned today would be possible if not for your sacrificial generosity. It has been tough to keep a church together … when we can’t physically be together; but this is where God’s Spirit comes in. I believe with all my heart that the Spirit of God has bound us together during this time—maybe like never before. We’ve had needs for funding—to keep things going and actually keep doing ministry, but many have stepped up big time; we’ve been able to accomplish all we’ve set out to do. We’ve had spiritual/emotional needs in the congregation; members have been generous with their time/efforts, too … helping others get through what could have been impossible days…

Paul’s third purpose for writing to the Philippians was to thank them for their sacrificial generosity too. In Philippians 4:10 & 15-16 (LB) he says: “How grateful I am and how I praise the Lord that you are helping me again. I know you have always been anxious to send what you could, but for a while you didn’t have the chance. … 15As you well know, when I first brought the Gospel to you and then went on my way, leaving Macedonia, only you Philippians became my partners in giving and receiving. No other church did this. 16Even when I was over in Thessalonica you sent help twice.”
In other words, Paul is saying ‘thank you.’ Thank you for giving. Thank you for your generosity. Because of you, the gospel was able to go around the world … and, today, throughout our communities (and beyond), and lives have changed because of what we’re all about here at Trinity. Folks, the ministry that we do is directly connected to the generosity of our church; it’s making an eternal difference in people’s lives. THANK YOU!
Folks, I don’t have any idea what 2021 is going to hold! And you don’t either. But one thing I do know. Whatever it is, we’ll go through it together. As Jesus’ church right here in the beautiful state of Wisconsin, we’ll go through it together. And I also believe this: God’s plan is for us to make a greater impact on our community in this coming year than ever before! How in the world can we do that? How will we have this great impact on our communities? We’ll do it by being about the three things you’ve been thanked for today:

· We’ll do it through selflessly serving—every chance we get, and…
· We’ll do it through our sincere witness—the way we live before others, and…

· We’ll do it through our sacrificial generosity—making sure Trinity can continue to do ministry—helping in the life-changing business of God—like never before…

God has done incredible things in our church this past year, and God has even more in store in the years ahead. Take a look with me at one final verse, as we close this ‘Thank You’ series, would you? It’s from Ephesians 3:20, where Paul uses this as a mid-letter benediction: “Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.” Once again, THANK YOU TRINITY CHURCH! Amen … and amen!
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